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August 6th, 2020 
 
Dear St. Andrews!     
 
The purpose of this letter is two-fold: 1) as you may have heard, 
parishes in the Diocese of Niagara have been given permission 
to re-open for indoor worship as of Sept. 13th, the second 
Sunday of September; 2) to seek your input and to hear your 
concerns about returning to indoor worship at this time. 
 
While this is exciting and very welcome news, it is important to 
note that parishes are not required to open on that date. 
Parishes are free to choose their own reopening date. 
 
A meeting of a ‘Re-Opening Task Force’ was held on July 31st in 
response to the July 29th announcement. While no one knew 
when this announcement might come, we have been 
anticipating this turn of events. This committee consists of our 
Corporation (the Rector, our wardens, Frank Ruggles & Rick 
Morrison), the Rev’d Deacon Jean Ruttan Yates, the Rev’d John 
Ripley, Tom Naylor (Organist and Choir Director) and Helen Neal 
(Chair of the Altar Guild).  
 
Along with the announcement came details of the work to be 
done. The list is long! Our guiding and shared concern is the 
health and welfare of our St. Andrew’s community. 
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Our ‘Task Force’ considered the following recommendations 
none of which have been decisively adopted: 1) that we begin 
our return to worship Thanksgiving Sunday; 2) that we begin our 
return to worship in the Parish Hall for better control of 
movement, spacing, cleaning and use of our accessible 
washroom; 3) one service at 9am. Please keep in mind these 
are recommendations only. 
 
It is also important to know that there are some ‘givens’ from 
the Diocese concerning our reopening: everyone present at 
indoor worship must wear a mask; Holy Communion will be in 
‘one kind’ – bread only; there will be no congregational singing; 
we will have a ‘no touch’ sharing of the peace. At this time we 
are allowed no more than 50 people at any service.  
 
We need to know how you feel concerning when and how we 
reopen. This is a parish conversation and discernment. Please 
contact the office 905-945-8894 or 
info@standrewsgrimsby.com to make your views known. 
 
Our online services will continue for those who do not wish to 
attend our services in-person. 
 
On behalf of our ‘Re-Opening Task Force’ I would like to say that 
your views are critical to the success of our planning. 
 
In Christ, 
Max + 


